
After 2 years of planning and fund 
raising, the City Project signed a con-
tract with Duany Plater-Zyberk in Feb-
ruary 2013 for the development of a 
master plan for the Uptowne, Show-
room, College Village and Oak Hollow 
Mall Districts.  Contract plus expenses 
were estimated at $450,000 and over 
90% of the funding came from 100 
businesses and individuals.   
 
The DPZ team included engineers, 
planners, retail experts and architects 
and 220 people participated in the 
workshops held from May 8 – May 
12.  The opening and closing presen-
tations were held on the HPU campus 
where Andres Duany spoke to a 
packed house at the Hayworth Fine 
Arts Center. 
 
The final report is expected early fall, 
but key recommendations from DPZ 

will include the dieting of a section of N. 
Main Street, retrofitting Oak Hollow Mall, 
the addition of civic space, regulatory in-
novative codes such as “pink zones” and 
“green light zones”, and how sea contain-
ers can be used to revitalize our zombie 
downtown. 

 Ignite High Point 

Coffee at the Depot and Parties at The Pit 

Finally, Carolina Blues 

Café opened in the Train 

Depot.  It took longer 

than we thought—but 

was worth the wait.  Di-

rectly across the street is 

“The Pit” - one of the 

coolest possibilities iden-

tified in the DPZ study.    

In an incredibly short time 

(36 hours), several eager 

young creatives were able 

to organize the music, 

drinks, permits,  and art-

ists for an after party to 

celebrate the DPZ closing 

session.  A great time and  

an amazingly cool space! 
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An Ignite High Point Commission was 
formed to advocate for this project, and 
they will continue to  advocate for plan 
implementation and regulatory changes 
that might be needed. 



On June 15, 2013 the Wash-
ington Street community 
will celebrate the opening 
of the neighborhood park!  
The City of High Point and 
the Hayden-Harman Foun-
dation worked with Free-
man-Kennett Architects to 
design and fund the con-
struction of this pocket park 
as proposed in the Washing-
ton Street District plan.   
 
 Jackie’s Place and Destiny’s 
wardrobe opened this year, 

and the Ritz Theater regu-
larly hosts activities for kids 
on the weekends.   

 

Saturday, Nov. 2 is the date 
for the 2013 Unity Fall Festi-
val, and the Washington 
Street Business Association 
is planning for a Juneteenth   
celebration.  The City Pro-
ject continues to offer some 
financial support to the 
WSBA, and we are currently 
working with them to de-
velop a beautification plan 

for the street . 
 
The City Project completed   
the Home Repair project 
funded through the High 
Point Community Founda-
tion as well as furnishing 
the Ritz Theater, funded 
through the Molly Millis-
Hedgecock Fund. 

horse drawn carriages to 

the event this year and the 

Uptowne Market started  in 

May for the second year. 

Two new projects exciting 

projects are in the pipeline: 

Uptowne Station (six high-

end condo units) and the 

Youngs Furniture building, 

This year the Uptowne As-

sociation formed a board of 

directors and applied for tax 

exempt status.  With some 

financial support from the 

City Project, the Association 

has strengthened their or-

ganization and added to 

their membership.  The Up-

towne Holiday Stroll added 

which will be transformed 

into a retail/restaurant 

area. 

The Vino Shoppe added a 

second location in Uptowne 

and several buildings im-

proved their facades. 

Washington Street Historic District 

Uptowne District 

SoSi District 

Design Link Team ap-

proached the project with 

optimism and about 100 

people from the community 

participated in the work-

shop; over 150 people com-

pleted surveys.   

Ideas ranged from small 

scale urban apartments to 

open space to retail spaces.  

Next steps are to meet with 

the land owner and deter-

mine his level of interest in 

allowing us use of the site 

for tactical urban projects! 

The 2nd annual SoSi Festival 

of Cultures  included inter-

national bands, food and 

dance, and was another 

way to highlight the poten-

tial that has yet to be real-

ized at SoSi! 

In August 2012, The City 

Project submitted an appli-

cation to PART for a Rede-

velopment Design Work-

shop for the 3 acre site op-

posite GTCC.  We were se-

lected and in March 2013, 

Design Link facilitated a 2 

day workshop to consider 

what type of development 

might work on the site.  The 
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Uptowne Station design 
by Freeman-Kennett 
Architects  

“THE SOUTHSIDE 

NEIGHBORHOODS  

ARE YOUNG AND 

DIVERSE AND THE 

POTENTIAL 

MARKET IS 

BIGGER THAN 

THE LOCAL 

POPULATIONS.” 

Park design by Freeman-
Kennett Architects 



High Point Commission 

and continue to work with 

City Council on creating a 

friendly regulatory envi-

ronment to get the plan  

implemented.  

We will  work to create a 

civic design group to en-

sure urban development 

in the core city area. 

We will continue to take 

steps towards implement-

ing the SoSi ideas that 

came out of the design 

workshop. 

We will continue to work 

This will be the second 

year of implementing a 

façade grant program for 

the core city area.  Last 

year, we were able to 

make 8 grants with 

$25,000 and saw a return 

of over $350,000 in pri-

vate dollars.   

The final draft of the Ig-

nite High Point report is 

due early fall.  In the 

meantime, there is work 

to be done!   

We will continue to seek 

the input from our Ignite 

with the Hayden-Harman 

Foundation and the busi-

ness and neighborhood 

groups on Washington 

Street to identify ways to 

make the street more at-

tractive for pedestrian 

traffic. 

Remember—this is only 

our FOURTH Annual meet-

ing!  We have accom-

plished much—but have 

much more to do! 

Coming this year……... 

The City Project, Inc 

1634 N. Main St. 

High Point, NC  27262 

Phone:  336 883-8547 

 

We have updated our 
Website, and are now on 
Facebook! 

The City Project is a non-profit corporation funded by the City of High Point.  
Our 21 member board reflects the diversity of our urban center, and our 
steadfast focus is to implement the Core City Plan.   
 
Uptowne, Washington Street and South Main/GTCC continue to be our pri-
mary areas of interest, but this year much of our focus was on the implemen-
tation of Ignite High Point.   
 
Our board has a love for High Point that is reflected in their tireless effort to 
get involved and make a difference.  Each board member is directly involved 
in some facet of the project. 
 

Creating an Urban Style of Living in High Point 

C I T Y  O F  H I G H  P O I N T  

Jackie’s Place after façade 
improvements 



What Happened this year?????  A Little Something for Everyone! 


